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Maryland High School Students’ Use of Alcohol, Cigarettes, and Marijuana 
Has Declined During the Past Two Decades

The use of the three substances most popular among Maryland 12th graders—alcohol, cigarettes, and 
marijuana—has declined since 1984, according to data from the recently released 2004 Maryland 
Adolescent Survey. Two-thirds (66%) of high school seniors reported current* use of alcohol in 1984, 
compared to 44% in 2004. Cigarette and marijuana use have also decreased during the past two decades, 
from around 30% in 1984 to 20% and 22%, respectively, in 2004. Other substances that have shown 
declines in use include cocaine and amphetamines (from approximately 10% each in 1984 to 5% in 2004) 
and, more recently, LSD and inhalants (data not shown).
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*Current use is defined as any use within the past 30 days.

SOURCES:  Adapted by CESAR from Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), 2004 Maryland Adolescent Survey, 
2005; MSDE, 1992 Maryland Adolescent Survey, 1993; and Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
1986-87 Survey of Substance Abuse Among Maryland Adolescents, 1987. The 2004 report is available online at 
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/newsroom/special_reports/adolescent_survey.htm. For more 
information, contact Erin Artigiani of CESAR at erin@cesar.umd.edu. 

CESAR is seeking PI-level researchers who wish to relocate to CESAR with their existing grants and/or collaborate with 
CESAR in obtaining new funding. If you have a proven funding track record and are interested in working in a supportive and 
stimulating, university-based team environment, please send a letter of interest and a resume to Dr. Eric Wish at CESAR, 4321 

Hartwick Rd, Ste 501, College Park, MD 20740; 301-403-8342 (fax); cesar@cesar.umd.edu. 

CESAR Seeking PI-Level Researchers with Existing Funding

This project was supported by BJAG 2005-1206, awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice through the Governor's Office of Crime Control & 
Prevention.  The Assistant Attorney General, Office of Justice Programs, coordinates the activities of the program offices and bureaus.  Points of view or 

opinions contained within this document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of USDOJ.

301-405-9770   •  301-403-8342 (fax)  •  cesar@cesar.umd.edu  •  www.cesar.umd.edu


