Volume 5 Issue 2
February 2003

Distribution. 3 254

DEWS % Drug Early Warning System

Working Together to Identify & Respond to Emerging Drug Trends in Maryland

Nearly One-Half of New Maryland AIDS Cases Reported in 2001
Associated with Injecting Drug Use, Compared to One-Fourth Nationally

Maryland AIDS cases diagnosed in 2001 were nearly twice as likely than U.S. cases to be associated with
injecting drug use (IDU). Nearly one-half (49%) of the Maryland AIDS cases diagnosed in 2001 were
associated with IDU, compared to one-fourth nationally. IDU has been the most common mode of

exposure in Maryland since 1991, primarily due to the high percentage of IDU-related AIDS cases in
Baltimore City (58%) and in Maryland correctional facilities (89%).
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NOTES: The category “Other” includes hemophiliacs, transfusion recipients, pediatric transmission, and occupational exposures. Maryland

2001 AIDS data are based on reports received through September 30, 2002. Percent distributions exclude cases with exposure
category under investigation or risk not specified.

SOURCES: Adapted by CESAR from data from Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, AIDS Administration,
Maryland HIV/AIDS Epidemiological Profile: Third Quarter 2002-Data Reported Through September 30, 2002,
2002 and The Maryland 2002 HIV/AIDS Annual Report, 2002. Available online
(http://dhmh.state.md.us/AIDS/epictr.htm#anchor1973760).

CESAR Needs Your Feedback
We are preparing funding proposals to maintain programs like the DEWS FAX. Please let us know what services have
benefited you most. Write a letter to Dr. Eric Wish, Director, 4321 Hartwick Rd, Ste 501, College Park, MD 20740, 301-
403-8342 (fax), cesar@cesar.umd.edu. With your help, we can ensure that CESAR continues to provide the most current and
complete information available with which to monitor drug trends and inform policy.
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