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Rise in Cigarette Smoking Continues Among High School Seniors; 
Possible Decline Emerging Among Younger Students

Cigarette smoking continues to increase among high school seniors, according to recent data from 
the national Monitoring the Future Survey.  In 1997, 25% of 12th graders reported daily cigarette 
smoking, the highest rate since 1979.  The most recent data for younger students, however, are 
more promising.  For the first time since data collection began in 1991, smoking rates among both 
8th and 10th grade students declined slightly.  While it is too early to be certain, these decreases 
may be the beginning of a “possible turnaround in smoking” that “likely will result in lower 
smoking rates for that class cohort for the rest of their lives” (p. 3).

Percentage of Eighth, Tenth, and Twelfth Grade U.S. Students 
Reporting Daily Cigarette Smoking, 1975-1997
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SOURCE:  University of Michigan, Monitoring the Future Study Press Release, “Cigarette smoking rates may 
have peaked among younger teens,” December 18, 1997.  For more information, contact Lloyd 
Johnston at 313-763-5043.

CESAR FAX 1997 Bound and Indexed Volume Now Available

A bound volume of the 1997 CESAR FAX issues, indexed by subject area as well as by issue number, is 
now available for $10 per copy (including shipping costs).  To order, please send the appropriate payment 

to CESAR, Attention:  CESAR FAX 1997, 4321 Road, Suite 501, College Park, MD  20740.  
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