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Marijuana use continues to increase among U.S. residents ages 12 and older, according to recently 
released data from the 2012 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH). An estimated 31.5 
million residents reported using marijuana in the past year, compared to approximately 25 million each 
year from 2002 to 2008. The nonmedical use of prescription drugs, which is the second most commonly 
used illicit substance, increased from an estimated 14.7 million users in 2011 to 16.7 million in 2012. 
The only other significant increase in drug use from 2011 to 2012 was for cocaine, which  increased for 
the first time in six years (from 3.9 million to 4.7 million users). While heroin use is relatively rare and 
did not increase from 2011 to 2012, the estimated number of past year users in 2012 is nearly twice that 
of the estimated number in 2007 (669,000 vs. 373,000, respectively).  

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

Hallucinogens
Cocaine*

Marijuana*

Nonmedical Use of 
Prescription Drugs*

Inhalants
Heroin

Number of Past 
Year Users 

(in thousands)

NOTES: Nonmedical Use of Prescription Drugs is defined as use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, and/or sedatives 
without a prescription belonging to the respondent or use that occurred simply for the experience or feeling the drug 
caused. It does not include the use of over-the-counter drugs. 
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*The difference between the 2011 and 2012 estimates is statistically significant at the p ≤ 0.05 level.  
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