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Maryland AIDS Cases Concentrated in Baltimore City and Prince George's County

In 1992, a total of 804 AIDS cases were reported to the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.
The AIDS cases are concentrated in Baltimore City and Prince George's County with rates of 52 and 26 cases,
respectively, per 100,000 population. Twenty-one Maryland counties have 10 or fewer AIDS cases per 100,000
population. In contrast, some neighborhoods of New York City have rates in excess of 1,500 per 100,000*. A
recent National Research Council report entitled, "The Social Impact of AIDS," found that the AIDS epidemic has
been "settling into spatially and socially isolated groups," and that "many geographic areas and strata of the
population are virtually untouched by the epidemic." A New York Times article* has discussed a new and
controversial approach that some AIDS experts are now advocating to combat the AIDS epidemic. Advocates of
this new approach argue that by targeting AIDS prevention efforts in a few epicenters across the country (25-30
neighborhoods), rather than throughout the population, the AIDS epidemic could be "all but stamped out."
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Rates were calculated using 1990 population estimates from the Bureau of the Census and published
AIDS statistics as of December 31, 1992.
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