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“Impaired driving by youth remains a problem that needs serious attention despite some progress in 
recent years,” according to a recent analysis of data from the 2001 to 2006 Monitoring the Future 
surveys. In 2006, 30% of high school seniors reported that in the two weeks prior to the survey they 
had driven after heavy drinking (five or more drinks in a row) or after using marijuana or other drugs, 
or rode in a car whose driver had done the same. While this is a decline from the 35% reported in 
2001, most of the decline occurred between 2001 and 2003, with little change occurring in more 
recent years. In each year, students were more likely to report driving after marijuana use than 
driving after heavy drinking (13.1% vs. 9.5% in 2006; data not shown). While driving after 
marijuana use is often considered to be less dangerous than driving after heavy drinking, the study 
found that seniors who reported driving after marijuana use (but not after heavy drinking) reported 
having been in a traffic accident in the past 12 months as often as those who reported driving after 
heavy drinking (38% and 39%, respectively).
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