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Current Cocaine-Positive Rates Among Male Arrestees 
Remain Dramatically Lower Than Historic Peaks

Cocaine use among arrestees has decreased significantly over the past decade, according to an analysis 
of data from the national Arrestee Drug Abuse Monitoring (ADAM) program (formerly the Drug Use 
Forecasting (DUF) program).*  At their peak, cocaine-positive rates among arrestees ranged from 26% 
in Omaha to 74% in Philadelphia and New York.  Currently, all but one of the 22 original DUF/ADAM 
sites are below their peak levels (Phoenix’s rate of cocaine positives has remained constant).  Between 
12% and 49% of arrestees at the original sites now test positive for cocaine.  Cocaine use among 
arrestees has been waning since at least 1996 (see CESAR FAX, Volume 6, Issue 31).

Percentage of Adult Male Arrestees Testing Positive for Cocaine
by DUF/ADAM Site, Peak Rates vs. Current Rates, 1987-2000*

*Only those ADAM sites that have been collecting data since at least 1990 were included in this analysis.  The most current 
data for Chicago, Los Angeles, and Washington, D.C. are for 1999. 

Atlanta Birm-     
ingham                
(1989)

Chicago* 
(1991)

Cleveland 
(1989)

Dallas 
(1989)

Denver 
(1996)

Detroit 
(1987)

Ft. 
Lauderdale 

(1997)

Houston 
(1991)

Indian-    
apolis 
(1994)

Los 
Angeles* 

(1988)

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

59% 53%
61% 56% 51%

44%
53% 51% 56%

47%
60%

49%
33% 42% 38% 28% 35% 24% 31% 32% 31% 36%

Peak Rate Current Rate

Miami New 
Orleans 
(1989)

New York 
(1988)

Omaha 
(1994)

Phila-    
delphia 
(1989)

Phoenix     
(1999)

Portland 
(1988)

San 
Antonio 
(1992)

San Diego 
(1992)

San Jose 
(1991)

Wash-      
ington, 
D.C.* 
(1989)

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

65% 60%
74%

26%

74%

32%
40%

32%
45%

33%

59%

44% 35% 41%
18%

31% 32% 22% 20% 15% 12%
38%

DUF/ADAM Site (Peak Year)

(Peak: 1990)

(Peak: 1989)

SOURCE:   Adapted by CESAR from data from the Drug Use Forecasting (DUF) and Arrestee Drug Abuse Monitoring 
(ADAM) Programs, National Institute of Justice (NIJ).

zz 301-403-8329 (voice) zz 301-403-8342 (fax) zz CESAR@cesar.umd.edu zz www.cesar.umd.edu zz
CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention.

CESAR FAX may be copied without permission.  Please cite CESAR as the source.


