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Drug-Induced Death Rate Has Doubled Over Past Two Decades

The death rate for drug-induced causes has doubled since 1979, from 3.2 deaths per 100,000
population to 6.3 deaths per 100,000 in 1998 (the most recent year for which death data is available).
The majority of this increase has occurred since 1990; the drug-induced death rate has increased
every year since thistime. Thisincrease is largely due to an increase in the drug-induced death rate
among males (see CESAR FAX, Volume 9, Issue 28). In 1998, the male drug-induced death rate was
8.7 per 100,000 population, compared to 4.0 per 100,000 for females.
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NOTE: “ Drug-induced causes’ excludes accidents, homicides, newborn deaths due to mother’ s drug use, and other causes
indirectly related to drug use.

SOURCE: Adapted by CESAR from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), “ Deaths: Final Data for 1998,”
National Vital Statistics Report 48(11), 2000. Available online at http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvs48_11.pdf.
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