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Alcohol and Drugs Factor in Maryland Vehicular Crashes

Forty-five percent of car/truck drivers who were treated at the Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore from July
1987 - June 1990 tested positive for alcohol and/or drugs. Of the 2,182 drivers tested during this three-year
period, about one-third tested positive for alcohol only, 8% for drugs only, and 5% for both alcohol and drug
The Shock Trauma Center of the Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS) of
the University of Maryland in Baltimore receives severely injured patients from counties throughout Maryland
and occassionally from contiguous states. These statistics highlight the apparent connection between alcohol
and other drugs and vehicular crashes leading to serious injury.

Presence of Alcohol and Drugs* in Drivers
Treated at the Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore

(2,182 Tested from July 1, 1987 - June 30, 1990)

ALCOHOL ONLY
(32%)

ALCOHOL AND DRUGS (4.8%)

DRUGS ONLY (7.8%)

* Amphetamines, Barbiturates, Cocaine, Methadone, Opiates, and PCP.

Source: Adapted by CESAR from Patricia Dischinger, National Study
Center for Trauma and Emergency Medical Systems, 1992.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT TODAY'S TOPIC OR TO BE PLACED ON THE
DISTRIBUTION LIST, PLEASE CALL CESAR AT TEL.: 301-403-8329

THE CESAR BOARD, AN ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD FOR SUBSTANCE
ABUSE INFORMATION CAN BE ACCESSED WITH A COMPUTER AND A

MODEM BY CALLING

301-403-8343 or
1-800-842-3727 (in Maryland)

*****SPECIAL ADDITION TO THE CESAR SPEAKER SERIES*****
Dr. Douglas Anglin will be lecturing on "Evaluating Drug Treatment Programs"

Center for Adult Education, University of Maryland at College Park
March 9, 1992 at ten o'clock a.m. Open to the public.


